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TOs INR ~ Mr, Cumming
FROM: 8/AE - Philip J, Parley
SUBJECT: Postwmorksm on SKIE 100~8-60

¥ am troubled that the poest-mortem on SNIE 100-8-60
which is to be consideved by the USIB ot Jamuary 31 appears
to take ap & premise the substantial aceuracy of that BSNIE,

% believe, even vecognizing that official French and Isrmeli
asgurances reguire first~hand confirmation, that the presump-
tion now must be that the Estimate greatly sxaggerated the
- goope and timing of the Israeli nuclear program. Thug the
postsmonien muskt explain not only why the isrxaell program
came as & surprise, but also why the initial estimats
' over-gtated Isragli achievements and the likelihood of an
- . early nuclear weapons capability. A new paragraph 3. might

be inserted to the gensral effect that it appears, in

. retrospect and in the light of fuller information since the

’ Estimate, that the pace and scale of the program are much

- - . smaller and there iz ne likelihood of an early nuclear w&&y@na

capebility., The over-estimate could be validly attributed
to the secrecy &nd decepticn referred to in the Estimate angd
the apparent awbiguilty and change in Israeli program
objectives whlch furnished suwe grounds for plecing an
axtr@m& interpretation on 1ni%$a1 datd.

g Thikesctivity recvommended in yaxagraph 10. should be undex

" the cognizant®, of the Chief of Miseion, and this point might . |
well be axpliait. Also, present paragraph 7. of the yaxﬁwmwwtam
is miﬁl@aﬁing and wmight well bé paraphrased somewhat as followss

“Fa & amnhinuing @ff@&t aha&l& ba madﬁ aa obtain fizst~hand
confirme 1.5 ceg and , 2l information
on tha state& ﬂhaxaataxiatim$ af th& iﬁfa&li raaatara; how and
where the plutonium produced will h¢ pxmw&s&aﬁ and used, plans
for wespon development if any & gent time, and t§? gﬁt&n? :

of forelgn assistance and Mll&b@mtwn; 'W/ —F il g Mm_,
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